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Abstract 

The main development efforts of the 21st century have been sustainable development, 

eradication of poverty, hunger and diseases and maintaining a healthy environment.  

About 240 million people in Sub-Saharan Africa however still poor and about 70% of 

them depend on agriculture and natural resources for their livelihoods. These resources 

are affected by multiple stressors such as over-exploitation, invasive species, 

environmental degradation, pollution, and climate variability and change. Consequently, 

efforts have made to understand and manage different stressors. Inland aquatic 

systems are among the resources which are important in providing livelihoods in 

countries of Sub-Saharan Africa such as Uganda. Effective management of the 

resources requires enabling legal instruments, strategies, action plans and institutions.  

The impacts of climate variability and change has intensified since the last two decades 

of the 20th century.   Here we review some of the existing instruments, strategies, 

action plans and institutions which can be applied to address impacts of climate 

variability and change to inland aquatic, lake and riverside systems and prepare a policy 

brief on how the information can be applied based on two case study lakes in Central 

and Eastern Uganda.  Although legal instruments to specifically address climate change 

at national level are still generally lacking, there are legal instruments, strategies, action 

plans and institutions at international, regional, national and local levels especially for 

management of natural resources that can be applied to address impacts of climate 

variability and change.  Many of these have been built upon the declarations that have 

been made to manage the environment and natural resources and can either directly or 

indirectly address impacts of climate variability and change.  The legal instruments, 

strategies and plans that can be applied to impacts of climate variability and change on 



fisheries and surrounding areas include those covering the environment, land use, 

water, forestry, wetlands, and fisheries and include some guidelines on how habitats 

and organisms can be protected from impacts of climate variability and change and 

related threats.  Some of these will however need to be amended and additional ones 

developed if they have to specifically address climate issues.  There are also institutions 

at different levels of governance that can implement the instruments but some of these 

are still weak need to be well organized and facilitated to be able to address climate.   

 

 


